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THE BEST LASER CUTTERS FOR BEGINNERS: A BUYER'S GUIDE
Laser cutters are becoming increasingly popular among hobbyists and professionals alike. They

offer a wide range of capabilities, from cutting intricate designs to engraving detailed images. But
with so many options on the market, it can be difficult to know which laser cutter is best for your

needs. This buyer’s guide will help you find the perfect laser cutter for your projects.

What is a Laser Cutter?
A laser cutter is a machine that uses a laser beam to cut or engrave materials. It is a type of CNC

(Computer Numerical Control) machine, which means it is controlled by a computer. Laser cutters
are used in a variety of industries, from woodworking to jewelry making. They are also popular

among hobbyists and DIYers for their ability to create intricate designs and engravings.

Types of Laser Cutters
There are two main types of laser cutters: CO2 and fiber. CO2 laser cutters use a gas mixture of

carbon dioxide, nitrogen, and helium to create a laser beam. They are the most common type of
laser cutter and are used for cutting and engraving a variety of materials, including wood, acrylic,

and paper. Fiber laser cutters use a fiber optic cable to create a laser beam. They are more powerful
than CO2 laser cutters and are used for cutting metal and other hard materials.

Features to Consider
When shopping for a laser cutter, there are several features to consider. The most important

features are the power of the laser, the size of the cutting area, and the type of materials it can cut.

Power
The power of the laser is measured in watts. The higher the wattage, the more powerful the laser
and the thicker the materials it can cut. For most hobbyists, a laser cutter with a power of 40-50

watts is sufficient.

Cutting Area
The size of the cutting area is important for determining the size of the projects you can create. Most
laser cutters have a cutting area of 12” x 20” or larger. If you plan on creating larger projects, you may

want to look for a laser cutter with a larger cutting area.
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Materials
The type of materials a laser cutter can cut is also important. Most laser cutters can cut wood,

acrylic, paper, and other soft materials. If you plan on cutting metal or other hard materials, you will
need a fiber laser cutter.

The Best Laser Cutters for Beginners
Now that you know what to look for in a laser cutter, here are some of the best laser cutters for

beginners.

Glowforge Plus 3D Laser Printer
The Glowforge Plus 3D Laser Printer is a powerful CO2 laser cutter with a 40-watt laser and a cutting
area of 12” x 20”. It can cut and engrave a variety of materials, including wood, acrylic, paper, leather,

and more. It also has an intuitive touchscreen interface and a built-in camera for easy alignment.

Full Spectrum Laser Hobby Series 20x12
The Full Spectrum Laser Hobby Series 20x12 is a CO2 laser cutter with a 40-watt laser and a cutting
area of 20” x 12”. It can cut and engrave a variety of materials, including wood, acrylic, paper, leather,

and more. It also has an intuitive touchscreen interface and a built-in camera for easy alignment.

Epilog Zing Laser Series
The Epilog Zing Laser Series is a CO2 laser cutter with a 30-watt laser and a cutting area of 12” x 24”.
It can cut and engrave a variety of materials, including wood, acrylic, paper, leather, and more. It also

has an intuitive touchscreen interface and a built-in camera for easy alignment.

Conclusion
Laser cutters are a great tool for hobbyists and professionals alike. They offer a wide range of

capabilities, from cutting intricate designs to engraving detailed images. When shopping for a laser
cutter, it is important to consider the power of the laser, the size of the cutting area, and the type of

materials it can cut. The laser cutters listed above are some of the best options for beginners.

FAQs
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What is a laser cutter?
A laser cutter is a machine that uses a laser beam to cut or engrave materials. It is a type of CNC

(Computer Numerical Control) machine, which means it is controlled by a computer.

What materials can a laser cutter cut?
Most laser cutters can cut wood, acrylic, paper, and other soft materials. If you plan on cutting metal

or other hard materials, you will need a fiber laser cutter.

What is the difference between a CO2 and a fiber laser cutter?
CO2 laser cutters use a gas mixture of carbon dioxide, nitrogen, and helium to create a laser beam.
They are the most common type of laser cutter and are used for cutting and engraving a variety of
materials. Fiber laser cutters use a fiber optic cable to create a laser beam. They are more powerful

than CO2 laser cutters and are used for cutting metal and other hard materials.


